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Enhancing Women’s Political Leadership
       In 2017 Elections
In the month of December, Uraia’s gender programme “Enhancing the Political 
Capacities of Women Leadership in Kenya” undertook 15 empowerment workshops 
in West Pokot, Turkana, Kilifi, Kwale, Lamu, Kisii, Migori and Nyamira. So far, 360 
women aspirants have been trained during these empowerment workshops. The 
trainings used empowerment methods such as group discussions, role-plays, campaign 
practicums and film to break the barriers that hinder women aspirants’ participation 
in elective political governance. The empowerment workshops increased women 
aspirants’ knowledge on the electoral system structures, positions and their specific 
requirements and spaces especially 2/3 gender rule that they can participate in 
political processes such as the 2017 general elections. Other skills obtained during the 
trainings include campaign messaging, branding, mobilization of social and political 
support and public speaking. The training created a platform for women to network, 
share experience and strategies on how to lobby for political party and other leader-
ship positions in national, county and grassroots structures.

Sigor Facilitator sensitizing the 
community on the 2/3 gender
rule and how some cultural 
barriers especially on women 
leadership has contributed 
minimal development in West 
Pokot County.
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4th to 7th : monitoring 
and evaluation @Lamu
County

4th to 7th : monitoring 
and evaluation @Lamu
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Mr.Lokeya Male champion from 
Turkana East, Speaking to 
community elders from Nakukulas 
Village requesting them to give 
opportunities to women to 
participate in leadership in the 
community

Assistant Chief Mary Kabasis 
telling the public to support 
women who vie for the different 
seat as women build the society 
and bring resources

Violence against women and girls is one of the 
most persistent human rights violations that affect 
women and girls of all ages form every society, 
class, race, ethnicity, religion, immigration status and 
sexuality. One I every three women still experiences 
physical or sexual violence. There should be 
transformation of macro-economic policies to put 
women’s human rights at the centre. It is also 
crucial that accurate and comprehensive data is 
gathered on violence against women and girls in 
order to increase societal awareness around the 
issues and to ensure that states are acting to 
eradicate violence against women and can be held 
accountable for their progress or lack of it .
In Kenya, 103 in every 1,000 pregnancies are 
attributed to girls between 15 and 19, according to 
UNFPA study, ‘Motherhood in childhood’. Drug 
abuse, early sex debut, use (or lack) of 
contraceptives, HIV/AIDS and sexually transmitted 
diseases (STIs), sexual abuse and violence, as well 
as harmful practices such as female genital 
mutilation (FGM) and child marriage, are burdens 
that adolescents confront and some carry in their 
youth and, in others, for the rest of their lives.

In Kenya, 103 in every 1,000 pregnancies are 
attributed to girls between 15 and 19, according to 
UNFPA study, ‘Motherhood in childhood’. Drug 
abuse, early sex debut, use (or lack) of 
contraceptives, HIV/AIDS and sexually transmitted 
diseases (STIs), sexual abuse and violence, as well 
as harmful practices such as female genital 
mutilation (FGM) and child marriage, are burdens 
that adolescents confront and some carry in their 
youth and, in others, for the rest of their lives . 
According to the government, there are 119,899 
children aged between 10 and 19 who are 
HIV-positive but have not been identified. 

NEWSPRINT HIGHLIGHTS

Mass civic education forums were also conducted at community level on 2/3rd gender 
rule, devolution and citizen participation in the project counties /areas as follows:Tiaty, 
Baringo Central, Kacheliba, Kapenguria, Pokot south, Sigor, Turkana South and Turkana 
East.  The forums reached directly 3374 community members - 784 men, 1237 
women, 564 male youth, 717 female youth and 72 PWDs. There were also seven (7) 
opportunistic meetings, which reached 964 community members (228 men, 361 
women, 184 male youth, 173 female youth and 18 PWDs. The participants at these 
opportunistic meetings were sensitized on devolved structures of government, the 
leadership space available for women and PWDs at county and grassroots level. 
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The role played 
by male gender 
champions in the 
counties was 

-
tating the inclu -

women in various 
leadership 
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18th to 20th January 2017: Training of Trainers on Political 
Leadership Nairobi County

Wakor Area Chief Mr. David  
Lokwangole Sigor 
Constituency, urging the 
community members to 
reach out to other 
communities for application 
of Identi�cation Card.

CIFODE Civic Facilitator 
sensitizing leaders 
present during Sigor 
stakeholders forum in 
Chepkogun on the 2/3 
gender rule and the 
need to support women 
in political leadership 
come 2017 general 
election.

Kacheliba gender stakeholder 
forum at Orolwa sub-location, 
Kodich ward, Kacheliba 
Constituency in West Pokot 
County.

25th to 27th January 2017: Political Leadership Training
Nyamira County

Akasile a village elder from Orolwa 
location mising to ensure that she  
continues  to educate her for them 
to be leaders in the future.This was 
during gender stakeholders forum in 
Kacheliba Constituency West Pokot 
County,where leaders were   on the 
importance and need of having 
women  in leadership position.

Estimates by the National Aids Control Council 
show that 435,225 adolescents are HIV-positive. 
In addition, annual new infections among children 
aged between 0 and 14 is 12,511 while for those 
between 14 and 25 is 13,148. The United Nations 
last week blamed the rising number on the
“sponsor” euphoria, where young girls sleep with 
older men for financial favors. However, in some 
communities, “sponsorship” has always been the 
way of life, clothed in such nice sounding concepts 
as “marriage”. While major advances have been 
made in almost every area of the response to the 
human immunodeficiency virus, just one in four 
children and adolescents under the age of 15 have 
access to life saving treatment . Wife inheritance has 
also been one of the major contributing factors to 
the increased rate of HIV infections amongst 
widowed women .

 NEWSPRINT HIGHLIGHTS

Over 600 copies of the Constitution of Kenya 2010, 600 copies of volumes 1 and 2 
of the Devolution Acts, 800 Public participation handouts were distributed to the 
women aspirants including those vying for MCAs, MPs, Woman Representative, Ward 
Administrators, Academia, the Public and professionals in Kisii, Nyamira and Migori 
counties.

1. Dinah Musindarwezo, Daily Nation, 6th December 2016
2. Rebecca Okwany, Daily Nation, 13th December 2016
3. Lameck Baraza, The Star Newspaper, 12th December 2016
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